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This raport is a collection of miscellarneous information on the Austrian
Communist Party (KPOe), which has been obtained from variqus sources., Jltems ~
are grouped under general headings, and each item is separately dated

P.mpagaﬁda and Election Plans

1. At an informal meeting of KPOe minor functionaries on 23 February 1949, SOEL,
section chief of Section III at KPOe District Headuuarters,Vienna IT, stated
-that Friedl FUERNSERG, KPQe General Secretary, told a n@ebinﬂ of gection and
district heads on 21 Febmary 1949 that the KPUe could not expect more than
gix geats in the Austrian Parliament as a result of the next elections, #
FUSANBERG allegedly advised his audience not to be overlysmgume with respect
Lo KPODe =lection vrospects,
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2. On 24 January 1949, Franz HONNER of the Central Committee was overheard
to remark to Franz NAREK, also of the Central Commlttee, that election
efforts on the part of all Austrian political parties except the KPOe
would be unavailing, since the Communists _will be in power in Austria
vefsps bag elections will have been held.” '

B 2 rebrusry 1949

3, At a meeting of youth leaders of the KPOe on 23 February 1949, VOKROJ,
representative of the Communist-dominated Freie Oesterreichische Jugend
(POed) in the Presidium of the Trade Union Youth, outlined election
plans of the ¥POe as follows: e

a. Only a political coup can bring sbout a change in the Austrian
political scens advantapeous to the KPOe. The KPOe will operate
more effectively after the departure of the Western Allies.

b, Sinca the KPDae cannot be sure of complete and sincere cooperation
on the part of Erwin SCHARF and his left wing Soclalists, there
will be no union between SCHANF's party and the KPQe,

¢. KPOe election propapanda will be concentrated on Lower Austriz and
Burgenland; the KPOe has little chance of increasing its vote in
the non-Soviet zones or in Viennaz.

. 25X1X6
B ¢ Fobruary 1949

L. As a result of the sharp criticism which has been directed against the
¥POe at almost all recent Cominform meetings, source considers that a
re-organization of top KPOe leadership in the near future is to be ex-
pected. He cites a recent statement of SCHLIDTBAUZR, KPOe district
leader of Vienna II, who claimed that the Cominform has charged the
KPOe with intolerable passivity and accused it of degenerating into a
“hourgeols party” . wH¥

25X1X6

there are currently two riwal factions within the
Csntral Committee of the KFOe, One faction, led by Franz HONNER, ad~
vosates the attainment of a Commnist state in Austria by revolution.
& more moderate group, lead by Ernst FISCUER, is striving to achieve
the game end without resort to violence. Up to the present, source
claims, FISCHIR's policy has been pursued, but its lack of results has
made many Conmunists incline toward the policy of HONNER. Sﬁ;}y.mportant
members of the Central Committee as Viktor ELSER, Laurenz GEMNNAR,
FUZRNBERG support HONNER's attitude, although FUERN3ERG, as Party Sec-
retary, has been careful to aveld creating dissension within the Party.
KOPLENIG, Chairman of the Central Committee, is only a figurchead,. ac-
cording to source. iav : .

5.

¥illtant Action
25X1X6

-u 30 Januvary 1949

€. A so-called Fighting Association against Warmongers {¥Kampfbund vegen die
Krisgshetzer) was set up in the course of a meeting held on 30 Jamuary
1949 at KPOe District Headquarters for Vienna XXI, am Spitz 16. The
meeting was attended by representatives of F0eJ, weterans of the Spanish
Civil War, and representatives of various Communist front organizations.
The head of the organization will allegedly be Soviet Col. Ivan CHERKOV3
HONNFR and FUERNDERG are said to be members in name only. The newly~
established orpanization has the general mission of tfurthering the
reslization of Communism in Austrla by all avallable means and remeving,
RIS LA
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a, Identification of all Austrians and all persons not nationals of
the occupying powers who are employed by, or work with an Allied
Power, ’

b. Identification of anti-Communistas.

¢. Establishment of arms caches,

d. Icdentification of reslidences of the Western Allies.

e, Identification of military units of the “estern Allies, with related
intelligence and 0O/B material. : ‘ !

§. FExetution of armed security measures and sabotagie tasks, % ) : ;
g- Cooperation with the Soviets in intellirence objectives and in kid-

napping§a Intellipence activities will be directed by one Nikolaus
25X1X6 ERAUSE **Prom the Vienns Komandatura at the Hetel 3ellaris.

e

gource ] - 30 January 1949 ‘ o

7« On 30 January 1949, a meeting took place at KPOe Headquarters » Vienna XXI,
at which FUERNBERG, HONNER, and other prominent Austrian Communists are
ailesed to have met with representalives of the Communisi-dominated
Leapue of Concentration Camp Victims (KZ-Verkand) and with Avstrian Com-
munists of Czechoslovak and Yuposlav backgrsund. Discussion centered

. about the compilation of a list of anti-Communist Austrians and the
recruitment of clean-up squads (Raeumungzkormnandos); the latter would
have the assignment of liquidating traitors to the Party and anti-
GCommunist intellipence apents,

Trade Union Activity

25X1X6 Source |- _late February 1949 . i

2. The Central Committee 1s preatly interested in increasing KPOe influsnce
among workers in Vorerlberg. Celle are being organized among employees
of the spinning and weaving aille and some success has been attained,
particularly among female enployees of these plants. The KPOe propa~

25X1 X6 gzanda line consists of sgitation for increased wages and bonuses. %

TR

2EX1X6 source [ _late January 1949 ¢

9. Communist activity in Viemna trade unions, all strongly dominated by
the Socialists, has achievzd little success. There is a Communist cell
within the Section of Private Employees in Vienna V; one man, a certain
Josef ENGLER, is active on behalf of the Communists in the Wooc-workers
Gection of Vianna XVI. Infiltration of the trade union youth organiza~
tion (Gewerkschaftsjugend) has failed, now that BURGHART and Walter HEIL,
active Communiists who were beiny used prinecipally for this purpose, have
both discontinued their efforts; BUSGHART has withdrawn from all politi-
cal activity, and Walter HEIL has joined the Socialist youth program
after publically retracting his former Communist views in Trotzdem, the
organ of the Socialist youth movement, #u

Communist Youth Organizations-

25X1X6

Sourcellill- 9 December 1948

10, & meeting of officials of Kinderland, Communist front organization for

young children, took place on 9 December 1949, in the Haus der Jugend, B
Vienna XV, Felberstrasse 42-6, Dr. Gustav JELINKO, head of the orpaniza- 1
tion, addressed the meeting and demanded increased Communist activity bo ‘
ke sponsored by Kinderland, sk CE
25X1X6 '
Source 27 January 1949
~Froni oreacizations . Teedio P

11 Yain hesdoguarters 9f the three Commpunist
. . cs e (RS ees e
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been moved to Viemna IV, Prinz Fugenstrasse 12. At this address,
the city headquarters of FOeJ has four rooms and Kinderland has two

rooms . %

Georg SCHYARZ was aprointed FOed provincial leader for Lower Austria;
Fritz WEISSEN3ECK continues as Vienna chairman of the FOeJ. Paul
FRISCHAUER, formerly fivst secretary of FOeJ and assistant leader of
Vienna FOeJ, has apparently discontinued his activities, though further

details are not availeble.,
VOSOL, secretary; Otto ASCHIR, in charge of administration
activities; Gisi ISER, former district leader of Vienna VIJL.

Other personnel in Vienna FOed are Fritz
d social
Herbert

STETNTR remains federal secretary of FOed; (Otto. BRICHACHK jmerm-
ber of the Central Committee and national head of FOeJ; has been less

active in the organization.

ASCHIR has recently stated thab FOed is

in a precarious financial situation and would be unable to hold to~
pether, should the Soviets withdraw their support ¥

sourcelll- 25 February 1949

.

The situation of FOeJ has been steadily worseninpy except in Lower

Austria,

Tre new FOeJ provincial leader for lLower Austria, Georg

SCHARZ, has, however, not only checlked the decline of FOeJ but even

improved its status.

His success is to be attributed in part to So-

viet support in providing vehicles by which members can be brought to

the meetings.

The Lower Austrian office of FUeJ has in fact one auto-

mobile and two motorcycles on permanent assignment and can supplement
this transportation with Soviet trucks after clearing an application
through the KPOe Central Committee.

The present strenpgth of FOeJ in Vienna is approximately as follows
(a "group", in the discussion below, includes 15 to L0 members):

Vienna 1
Vienna IT

None
None, since all FOed grours were disbanded; still
three grours of Junge Garde.

Vienna III One weak rroup; most of *he former FOed members
have joined Marxistisechr Jupend units which are
saaking to attract left wing Socialists.®¥®

Vienna 1V One group

Vienna V ‘One group

Vienna VI None

Vienna VII None

Vienna VIII One proup allepedly ’ominated by left wing Socialists.

ViennalX One weak group

Yienna X About 100 members, trt the organization is disintegrat-
ing.

Vienna X1 About 100 members; strong, well-organized and steady.

Vienna XII One strong group

Vienna XI1I One weak group

Vierma XIV-XV Two proups combined; still very weak.

Vienna XVI Two strong groups

Vienna XVII One weak group

Vienna XVIII None

Vienna XX None

Vienna XX About 50 member-,{(In Ceptember 194€ there were 150.)

Vienna XXI About 200 members.(This is one half as many as in
September 1948.)

Vienna XXX About 400 members.{Une=half of the membership of

September 1948.)

in the factories, FOeJ is strong only at Osram, Globus Verlag {where
membership in FOeJ is compmlsory for apprentives), Glanzstoff.Fabrik,

and Rax Werk. "
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d, Total estimated membership in Vienna is about 1,000 to
1,500 for FOeJ and 500 to 1,000 for Junpe Garde. These
figures may be compared with an estimated 400 to 500 mem-
bers of the OeVP youth movement and an estimated 3,500 for
25X1X6. the Socialist youth movement, including the Falkern .

oexixg  evceellli- early February 1949

. ~

- 13. Barly in February 1949, FOeJ officials Otte BRICHACEK, Paul
FRISCHaM T, and a third unspecified man were present at a meet-
inpg in Germany which was attended by Communist youth leaders
from other European countries including Italy, France, and
Belgium. No details of the meetinp are known to source; similar
trips on the part of FOeJ officials, particularly to the satellite
countries, are very frequent. Since no real atfempt is made to
keep such trips secret, source interpretsFRAISCHAUIR's coming hrip
to Moscow and WEISSENBECK's projected trip to the CSR to arrange
for Austrian participation in a Czechoslovak labor brigade as in-
dications that the FOeJ does not plan to participate in any strikes
or disturbances during April 1949 (when the Soviets will be in con-
trol of the International District of Vienna). During the absence
of FRISCUAUFR and WEISSEN3ECK, the Vienna secretary, VOSOL, will
take over most of the running of FOeJ. #

Tenants® Association and KFOe

25X1X6 Source i} late February 1949

14, The KPOe District Hezdqarters of Vienna II was successful by
means of a shrewd ruse in electing its candidates as officers
in the Tenants' Association (Mietervereinigung). A few days
before the election was to take place, Communist members of the
Tenants! Associnstion called on non-Communist members and col~
lected membership cards belonging to the latter, asserting that
the membership cards were required at the cantral offices of the
Tenants' Assocciation for recording purposes. About 200 cards
were collected in this manner and distributed to reliable Com-
munists. These Communists, with their illepally-acquired nember-
ship cards in the Tenants' Association, managed to pack an election
meeting of the Aszociation by arrivine several hours before the
election was to bs held, - The Police Chief of Vienna II,** a Com-
munist, then refused L> admit anyone elte because of police in-
junctions against overcrowding. The result was the election by
a vote of 300 to &7 of Communist Gemeinderat SCIREDER to head the
Tena—'=' Asenciation of Vienna II.%tt :
XP0e and USIa
25X1X6 T

25X1X6 Sourcel 1 February 1949

15. . A determined effort is being made by USIA to increase control over
workers in the USIA plants by intensifying Communist activities at
such plants and by exerting pressure to force workers inta joining
the Communist cells., These measures may be due at least in part
to the acute displsasure caused recently at USIA Headm arters by
unexpected revelation in the hostile press of the USIA pact with
Sulgaria; this disclosure is thought by USIA officials to have
originated in USIA-controlled factories, specifically those in the
field of heavy industry and precision machinery, and is officially
attributed to espionage. USIA has taken steps apainst suspected
espionape activity, especially thrgurh increased survelllance of
administrative officials, and the/KPOe has been requested to assist
in this policy. Heinrich FRITZ,/Central Committee member, is in
charge of extending Communist célls in USIA plants; he has stated
that Communist cells now include about 60% of the total employees.ittdt
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KPOe_and Erwin SCHARF

25X1X6 Source .-= January 1949

25X1X6

25X1X6

25X1X6

25X1X6

16. The first conclusive example which source has noted of cooperation
between the KPOe and Erwin SCHARF's left winp Socialist party, the
Prorressive Socialists® Association, was the KPOe distribution to
a few trusted Communist officials of a pamphlet written by SCHARF
on the subject of the Tenapts' Association. The officials were
instructed to supervise further distribution of the pamphlet but
without revealins its origin.%

25X1 X6§gurce January 194

17. SCHARF has launched a viporous attack apainst the policy of in-

© - dustrial collaboration between labor and management, which was
racent 1y advocated by Jobann BOEHM, Socialist Vice-President of
Parliament and President of the Austrian Trade Union Association.*#
Johann HEIMRICH, an editor of the Volksstimme, has allegedly stated
that SCHARF will advocate revision of the proposed date of the
next Austrian elections from tie f£all to the spring of 1949,
HEINRICH further claimed that other Socialist Party functionaries,
even possibly including Uinister of the Interior HELUEY, might be
expected to join SCHARF in opposition to the official Socialist
stand, #¥¥% : ' .

Source llO February 1949

18. a. Viktor POSPISCHIL, one of SCHARF's main suprorters who is
often seen with him 2t public patherinrs, has been a member
of the XFOs for some time, according to Johann HEINRICH, a
Volksstimme editor  ##¥

%. Toni BAYERl, a member of the SCHARF proup, recently stated that
SCHARF's activities are attracting many new adherents to his
cause., One of the latest co;%n-ts is said to be the Austrian
educator, Josef Luitpold STTAN. The latter is allegedly a
close friend of Ernst FISCHER; both FLSCHER and NATZJKA have
influenced STEIN!s political thinking s

c. BAYER further stated that SCHARF‘s greoup would not, at present,
identify itself with the Communists gince the real function
of the proup is to win over as many Socialists as possible as
sympathizers with SCHARF's doctrines, If the SCHARF supporters
can be persuaded to deliver a wote for the Commnists, this
could ba reparded as a protest measure apainst present Socialist
policy, ks

KPDe and Other Communist Parties
SOu;rce-—i 29 January 1949
19, Giuseppe FERAO of the Italian Consulate in Innsbruck is a known

member of the Partito Communista Italiano. It may be throush his
mediation that Austrian Conmunists seem to exrerience relatively

less difficulty in obtaining visas to Italy than other Ausi;r:i.a.!ms:.-‘_'li‘*‘l’““‘i"f?f“*‘r :

Source.—- 21 Januai'y 1949

20. One DI VITTORIO, Italian labor leader, arrived in Vienna on
21 January 1949 for a ten-day visit to discuss labor matters with
KPOe leaders.

Approved For Release 19 24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700050004-7
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KPOe Bducational Activities .

Source ll-- 25, January 1949

21,

Since the KPOe has fraquently been criticized for the weakness of its
party educational system, an attempt has been made to correct this
weakness throurh institulion of the Alfred Klahr Vienna Seminar at
Vienna XVITI, Kartinstrasse 92; some lectures will alsc be given at
Vienna II, Laufenburggasse, A library will be maintalined at the first
location. Lectures will be given every Friday on political themes and
Marxist interpretation of art and science, *

Source - 23 February 1949

22,

As part of a policy of decentralizing Party educational activities, :
political lectures im Vienna factory organizations and sections will i
be carried out by KP)e District Headquarters which alone will have

the responsibility for supervising appointment of lecturers.and de-

livery of lectures.i®

23, Dr, Franz ZWITTER of Klagenfurt, one KLAUDUS of Obermillendorf bei

‘planning Lo l'orm & Section for Minority Groups within the socisty.

Source.v 30 January 19.9

Mattersburg, Burgenland, and a third man, name unknown to source,

had a confidential conference during the course of a meeting of the
Oesterreichisch-N2gsische Gesellschaft, Vienna I, Johannesgasse 26,
on 30 January 19/.9. Dr. ZWITTER was present in his official capaniiy
as rerresentative of the Slovene Liberation Fromt (OF). KLAUDUS is

a Communist whe was officially rerresenting the Croatian minority of
Burgenland, UV.AUDUS had been planning to organize a book exhibit in
Mattersburg »1d Bisenstadt to take place in February 1949 with the
purpose of displaying the prerress of Yuposlav literature, He ac-
cordingly ordered a number of books from Belprade and presented his
list for epproval to the Soviet commander in Eisenstad:i. The latter
immediate’y cancelled the proposed list and replaced the titles with
others to be procuvred from loscow, declaring that "Tito literature®
was forbiiden. The third unknown man who took part in the conference
at the Aurtro-Russian Society is possibly a representative of Czecho~
slovak ninority groups in Austria. The three men are allepedly

One of the first acts which ZWITTER will carry out on behalf of this
section is to form branches of the society in Voelltermarkt, Eisenkappel,
and Bleiburz, all three in Carinthia %% ¢

Source Fetiuary 1949

2L . Josef TSCAOFINIG, member of the Central Committee, arrived in Vienna

from Carinthia in late January or early February 19/9. He was ac-
companied by Johann TUERK, Josef KOMPEIN, and .a certain MATZNER, All

four met are to attend a special Party course desirned to last about

a monti.. Source has previcusly reported in late January 1949 that
TSCHOVINIG was expected to arrive in Vienna for special training but -
indicited at that time that he was to be accompanied by Josef NISCHALITZIER
and Johann KALT, both from XiCe Provincial Headmarters in Klagenfurt.

A th.rd report from the sams source,dated 2 February 1949;indicated that
bot}. TSCHOFINIG and Johann KAZTANKA, the latter formerly a member of the
Uprer Austrian Landtag, were recalled for training io Vienna; in ISCHOFINIG!s
alisence, Hermann LANGBZIIN of the Central Committee will function as head
of the KPOe provincial organization in Carinthia. Source further reports
that TSCHOFLNIG's absence from Klagenfurt will coincide with the draw-

ing up of electoral lists for the next Upper Austrian Landtag; source
implies that the KPOe intends in this way to prevert TSCHOFINIC from pre-

tenting himself as a candidate for the Landtap ¥k

Comminist Press

ggwgg_q;z‘;;gwlm 29 January 1949

25,

finansial difficulties contimue unabated at Globus Verlag and there
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Wochenschau, printed on a commission basis until recently by Globus,
has gone bankrupt; the paper still owes Globus 15,000 to 20,000
schillings for services rendered. A further continuous deficit is
sustained through publication of the Party marazine, Yep und Ziel,
published under supervision of the KPOe Central Committee; chis
smagazine retails for 1.50 schillings per copy, of which .32 schillings
per copy revert to Globus.¥

- 8 e

25X1X6  Sourcelff]- 8 February 1949

Ly

" 25X1X6

he number of Globus employees has dropped from a post-war high of
1,200 to B50 at present; further reductions in personnel are expected
at the end of March 1949. An arrangement has been made by USIA with
(lobus whereby USIA will supply Globus with some of its necessary
printing supplies in exchanpe for cancellation of outstanding USIA
debts 4o Globus. Olobus will also benefit, along with other unspecified
KPOe publishing firms, throurh the printing of booklets on political
subjects for eastern Gemmany; the total contract amounts allepedly to
190,000 schillings. Globus will roceive in exchange for the bocklets
an equivalent amount of scientific publications and belles-lettres
from & he Reklam-Universum publishing house in Lelipzig.##*

Sourc e. -~ February 1949

27,

Approved For Relea

a. The following table shows the circulation of certain Communist
publications for the month of February 1949:

Yolksstimme weekly edition 62,000 {42,000 subscribers)
. Sunday edition 100,000 (770,000 subscribers)
Der Abend - 20,000
Die Woche over  £0,000 (formerly, 160,000
Die landpost - 10,000
Hach der Arbeit 34,000 (770,000 to 75,000 in 1948)
Jugend Voran' (FOed) 2,000
Der Mahnruf (Concentration Camp 10,000
Vietims) o
Der Neue Teg (for Jews) {.,000
Tagblath am Montag 45,000
Party newspapers such as
‘Der ‘iener Vertrauensmann 6,000
Der Eisenbahner 12,000
Der Lehrling (new publicatiom, -
selling for .20 schillinps) £, 000
Der Junggardlst Figures not xnown
Freies Burgenland 8,500 (formerly 10,000)

b. In general, Communist mublications are subiect to the same financial
difficulties as other Austrian newspapers. Der Neue Teg, mentioned
in the precsding paragraph as ar orpan for Je.s belonring to the
KPOe, has several times been on the brink of collapse. Die llespe,
not cited above, which replaced Der Irel after the latter publication
had been confiscated for obscenity, is also in financial strajts
and will probably po under. Der Abend has done fairly well, chiefly
hacause of its sxcellent sporis sechion which is directed by Fritz
LAtR, an internati foothall plaver. BSAAMK sevved in the British

/09/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002700050004-7
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Army and is probably the only non-Communist editor to be found
with any Communist newspaper in Austria, He has even gone so
far as to criticize the recent Czechoslovak sports regulations.

¢, The Communist press has been printing large orders of novels in
newspaper form, especially letropolroman and Neues Abenteuer. The
former was printed in/88ition of 60,000 for Austria and 200,000
for the eastern gone of Germany.

d. Large orders have also been carried out for Bungary. Recent=
1y, a Hunrarian Communist Party calendar was printed in two colorsy
some 250,000 copies had been ordered and were transported across the
frontier by Soviet trucks, Close collaboration with Hungrary is
demonstrated by publication of a Hungarian edition of the Vienna
Soviet-sponsored lielt-Illustrierte which is also conveyed to Hungary
by Soviet trucks., Large orders from Yuroslavia have been cancelled
or left unfilled. Great hores of extensive business with the gastern
gone of Germany have allegedly been hampered by the - Austrian
Government , %

25X1X6 Souree.: late Janmuary - early February 1949

28,

a. A campaign to sell 30,000 copies of the Carinthian Communist daily,

- Volkswille gras carried out with success on 13 February 1949,
Carinthian orovincial functionaries of the ¥KPQe ook pergonal charge i
of the campaipgn since the ordinary members displayed little interest
in pushing the newspaper. A similar effort will be made by the
KPOe in the future to orpanize a sales campaipn for the Volkswille
one Sunday per month. .

b. The personnel director of the Communist printing house in Klagenfurt M
Kaerantner Volksverlag, Leopold HLAWATSCH, was recalled to Vienna on
20 January 1949; his replacement was one WASSER, a Viennese of Jewish
extraction, A new manager {Betriebsleiter) for the Pirm, a certain
SINKGRUBER, formerly with Globus Verlag, will shortly be sent from
'Vienna n**

a. Since KPOe Provincial Headmuarters in Klarenfurt had %o meet heavy
expenses in connectlon with its Party school at the Pension Leox,
Dellach, the Kaerntner Volksverlag found itself with insufficient
funds to pay a bill amounting to 350,000 schillings. To cowver the ’
difference in available funds and amount due, the veteran Commminist , N
Franz RAUNIK made a contribution of £5,000 schillings. RAUNIK, a o
baker, born on 4 October 1885 in Leifling, Austrian national sresiding
in Klagenfurt at Voelkermarkbterstrasse 70, is a member of the adviscry -
board of the new Assoclation of Concentration Camp Victims (KZ~Verband),
and a member of the Democratic Beonomic Union (Demploratischer St .
achaftsverband) ##4% -

b, Four-fifths of the Kaerntner Velksverlag are now owned by Globus TVerlag

the remaining one-fifth is owmed by KPO¢ Provincial Headgnarters in
Klagenfurt, All selaries are paid by Globus Verlag.

¢, One KOEPPL of Globus Verlar, no further details known, is repart.ed
to have carried out an inspection of the Kaerntner Volksverlap,

d. The Carintiian daily, Volkswille, allegedly has a circulation of
7,000 to 8,000; its best former ecirculation was about 15,000.

_EPOe and OF (See alao paragraph 21 above.)

25X1X6 Sourfze. - 12 Febraary 1949

30,

A meeting hetween leaders of the KPOe Provincial Headquarters in Klapen«

furt and OF leaders took place on 12 February 1949, The meeting vepresent ed

an attempt te reconcile differences between the OF and the KFOe, Dige-

cussion was continued on 17-1¢ February but no solution was veached,

The KPOe is particularly anxious e retain its OF support in the coming

Austrian elections. The OF officiels allegedly declared that they had to
AWF’OWGU fot Relcase:1989/0924 TWEHAIRBPS2:00457R002700050004-7
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Business Activities of the KFOe ‘ ,
. 25X1X6 Suurce.«; February 1949 .

31. Paul URBAN, part owner of the [Tiener Augsenhangelspesellschaft Urban
& Co. G.m.b.H,, Vienna Y, Fuehrichgasse 6, recently told source that
the KPO= had a half interest in hisz business. URBAN is aaid Lo be
about 38 years old; he was born in Sarajeve, Jugoslavia, but has
lived most of his 1ifs in Austria znd is now in Austrian”citizen.
Source feels that URBAN joined the KPCe solely for business reasons.
His firm deals mostly in import of food products. URBAN also told
source that the KPDe had a 75 percent interest in the firm of Samiel

THSLICHT . *
25X1X6 Iravel of KPUe Personalities
25X1X6 source 27 damary 1949 -

7. On the basis of a conversation overheard by sourca, Heinrich DUERMAYER
and MAREX were dus to leave Tor Yoscow on 10 February 1949, allepedly
to receive instructions as to the propaganda to be developed by the
KPQe, ®#

Commnist Personalities

25x1x6  Source [ sanary 1909 -

33. 4. Herbert FRIESENSICHLER, residing in Vienna VIiIii, Pfeiipgasse 42¢/111
25 years old, works for the information office {informations-buero’
of the Central Committes. He is living with an unidentified forty-
year-old Jewess, eaid to be a Soviet agent, *¥*%

b. A certain Frau PAWLIN is the secretary of Walter FISCHER, brotharef

Ernst FISOIER, at XPDe District Headquarters, Vienna X, #is#

. Heine MACHACEK, until recertly a leading official (Organisaticr~
gleiter) for Kinderland, has allegedly turned over his duties to
BUCHARDI, hitherts inspector and consultant for vedagogy.
MACHACEK will turn his attention to the Einderland office in tte
Central Committee Building,ssqst :

d. Hanna BERGIR, Austrian dancer and director of a Communist children’s
theater, together with Harry SPIBGEL, KF0e member, are to be
summoned to appear before a Communist Party Court to answer for an
alleged theft of 500 schillings from Party funds, ot

e, Rrnst FRIZINICH and Alice LEDERER are both working in KPOe Distriet
Headguarters, Vienna XX, LEDEMER spent the war years in England
and returned to Austria in 1945; he has served on a number of Com~
munist youth delegations to foreipn eountrieg, mmsxet

#. Eduard KRAHL, Bezirksleiter for KPOe District lteadquarters, Vienna IV,
is 2lso assipned a job in the Werkschutz conmand, He has a number
of personal associations with Seviet personnel  &exisin

Prof. Hans KMAUSR, orchestra leader, residing at Vienna Iv,
Weyringerpasse 27, has recently taken charge of & committee of
teachers and educators directed by the Central Committee. One
TEICHERT, residing at Vienna X, Van der Nuellpaase, also works
on the committes of teachers and educators s In addition to his
other duties in the bookkeeping and disbursing office of the
Gentral Committee, TEICHERT's brother-in-law, Walter KIR3CH, is
an editor of the Kinderland publication,

t

Ir. PLETZL, formerly of the Staatspolizei, is now an official of
Xinderland in Vienna .uimaen™
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4. @a. Dr. Valentin STRECHA, police offiecial, is allegedly attenpting
to recruit reliable Communist to work for the Soviet IVD. %

b. Kurt BUNTSCHCWITZ (or BUTSCHOVITZ), Vienna XVIII, Peter Jordene
strasse 27, a member of the KPOe, recenily boasted that he hed
Jjust nede a trip to Bratislava without & passport in company with
a diplomat from ons of the Fastern European states.

¢, Friedl FUERNEZRG's family occupies @ mumber of lmportant posts.
His wife, B11i FUERNBERG, runs the Austrian section of T£SS. Iis
slster Erna directs a busiress whieh maneges a mumber of hotels
and restaurants. At preeent;the concern controls the Rieserred
restaurant and a lodging house: in Puchenstuben, Lower Austriaj
other lodging houses were formerly maintained in Mondsee, Salzburge
Providee, and Gerlos-Platte, Tyrol. FUERNBERG's brother-in~jaw,
Hans JELLINEK, was consultant on persomnel for the Soviet 0il
Adminjstration and is now on & trip to Berlin and Yarsew & KPOe

business.
Sompentiss,
Page
25X1A6a & Comment: The Communiste now have four seats in Parliament.
Paze 2

25x1A6a * HComent: ¥nile a cooler estimate of Commmist election prospects is :
given in the preceding peragraph, it is of interest that this and aimiler
romarks ore allegedly made on all Party levels not infrequently.

25X1A6a [ llcerment: VORROT is probably idemticel with a person of the sane
name, said to0 be both an employee of Globus Verlag and social conmultant
a% FOeJ Netional Headquarters, who ,in_{;ms reported among Com= 25X1A2g
mmist funetionaries attending the lLeo Gabler KPOe school, Vienna XVIIX,
Martinstrasse 92,in August 1948, ‘

25X1A6a  sux Hg@pﬁg}mz SCHMIDTBAUER is possibly identlesl vith an Alois SCHMID-
ULR, now residing at Lengergasse 90, Graz, who,in the fall of 1947, at--
tonded a Communist school at Vienna II, Leufbergergesse 12. Criticism of
the KPUe hy foreign Commmnist critice ie not new, and it is unlikely on
other evidence that the KPOe will be reorgenized in the foreseeable fature.

25X1A6a ik |

Comment.: Similar reports of vifts within the Central Committee
Have tlways falled to materializes notably, reporis of "dewiationism®
en the part of FISCHER are reparded as improbable.

e

Comment: The program outlined in 2 through :f twaps a strong resemblance
Lo that of certain Central Committee direetives, purporting to have been
issued in January 1949, which allepedly laid down plans for an "Abwehr"
campaipn to gather military information concernlng tha Western Allies,
25X1X6 Source [llin January 1949 reported the initiation of a similar program but
attributed its origin to the Central Committes Information Office under
Franz MAREK, rather than to the Kampfbund gegen die Kriegshetzer, as stated
above, A consideration of the dubious ultimate provensnce and subsequent
transmittal of all this information renders the assunption at leas¥ possible
that all reports on this theme have been Pabricatad wholly or in part. Never-
theless, whilesmspicion as to their penuineress is heightened by the fairly
grandiose plans for projected esplonapge apainst the Western Powers, it should
%s remembered that there may be a preat difference between elaborate plans
for such action and modest attempts to put such action into effect, The
underlying nucleus of all these reports, that the KPOs is interested in
pathering military information concerning Lhe Western Powers s Ray well be
true, thoueh 14 is unlikely that this campaign is being organized in detail
o pushed with great vipor, »

25X1A6a
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25X1A6a Page 2 {cont
R Eg%r_\g@_: Said to be a pseudonym; there are no file > traces on this

ndividual.
25X1AGE* -Comment: It has bean reported that Robert ROSSé, believed to
¢ 2 loscow~trained representative of the KPOe at the Trattnerhof head~

quarters of USIA, has Hade several tri Vorarlberg in recent months.

ROSSAK, mentioned inm may possibly bo econnected with
he above-ment : o

the above menyi..one .gn in vorariberg, 25X1A2g

25K1AQ, I Conment:  ENGLER has not been previously reported. BURGHART and
HET sumably identical with BURKHART and Peter HEIL, reported

: in ﬂis FOeJ plants in the Gewerkschaftsjugend, The preceding
25X1A2Q paragraph is fragmentary and in no sense a complete picture of KPOe

activity in the trade unions. g

25X1408» I Commsnt:  JELINKO was mentioned inﬂzon 3 February 1949,

however,. Source C reported that JELINKO was no longer national head

of Kinderland thourh he remained honorary presidert , STEIGER, reported
a8 secretary in was allegedly no lonper a paid official. To
Judge by paragraph 33 ¢, a number of chanres have occurraed recerntly in

Einderland, 25X1A2g
Page 4 25X1A2g

25X1A8a !{jg@__ggg: In —the Lew addruss of ‘Vienna FCel Headquarters
id to be Vienna 1V, Prinz Eugenstrasse 30.
' 25X1A2g :

25X1A6& Comment: As reported in ASCHTR replaced SCHWARZ at Vienna
FOeJ Headquarters, while wrangling between SCHVARZ and BRICHACEK WAS re-~

perted in see also the following paragraph.
25X1A2 :
5X1ABas## -_C_g_‘,n@gg: This tendegcy was reported in _ 25X1A2¢g
Pape 5 25X1X6 ’

25X1A6% F Comment: Source [|reported that Georg SREVER and Xim UNGER, well-
: own FOed officials, went to Germany in early February 1949 to meet
Werner FISCHER of the Freie Deutsche Jugend; the purpose of the meeting
was allepedly to take action on a Soviet suggestion that a Pan-European
Youth Organization be created with headmarters in Germany. It is con-
sldered likely that these two reports refer to the same meeting,

e

25X1A6a

wER Comment:  This may be identical with Ludwig SCHREDER of the Verband

scher Haeftlinge,
25X1A6a :

TR Comment: This number seems greatly exaggerated; however, source
attributes the growth of the Communist cells to pressure from USIA manage-
ment , reluctant workers ard subject to discharge as "incompetent™
CP welfare measures have alsoc pained new members » he states,

- Pape 6

# omment: The pampiilet in question was presumably not signed by SCIARF,

25X1A6a o e ' » fnec by

¥ omment.: BOEHM's concilistory speech in Jamary 1949 before the

nron of Austrian Industrialists was not particularly well received by
many rank-and-file Socialists, '

 25X1A6a ;
*RE qggg_xmntﬁ Defection of HELMER or any rbher prominent Socialist
to SCHARF's group is regarded as fantastic,

Commsnt: POSPISCHIL has not heen previously reported.

Reroase Adbolasiade: CAREESATIRs HCE OG5

Ha ka now ja charse of 5 mast home

25X1ABa
PR

Cotment. :

returned tw Austria aft

C 2T

Comment: Gotifried HOLZER is possibly meant: seo B 25X1A2g
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Page 6 (cont)

for construction workers and wood-workers at llefermarkt, luehlviertel,
Upper Austria. It is possible that STERN, like RENNER and other old-
1line Austrian Socialists, has remained a Marxist, but his support of
SCHARF is entirely unconfirmed. BAYER has not been previcusly reported.

Comment: See also paragraph 3 b above.

Comment: The report does not make it clear whether the Italian
Consulate in Innsbruck is the sole channel through whick Austrian Com-
munists obtain Italian visas.

Page 7

Comment: The Martinstrasse address is known to be the permanent seat
of the Leo Gabler Party school. Another source reports that HONNER made
a speech on 20 Jamuary 1949 at a session of the school concerning the Con-
munist attitude toward the coming elections.

Comment: By "decentralization" source presuma‘bly means that this
rasponsibility has been delegated to the district offices by KPOe City
Headquarters. )

__gomegg: Dr. ZWITTER, editor of the OF organ Slovenski Vestnik, has
been frequently meniioned in reports; LAUDUS has not been previously re-
ported.

E_gomn};: The only point in whieh all three reports agree is the ar-
vival of TOSCHUFENIG in Vienna for some sort of Party training, however
this is to bg interpreted. NLSCHELWLTZER, TUERK, and KOMPEIN canmot be

{dentified with any certainty; MATZNER way be idertical with Simunit MATZNER,

& well-known Austrian Commnist; KALT is editor of the Carinthian Communist

. newgvaper. Volkswille; NISCHELITZER may be identical with Josef HISCHIL ITZEX

of
Page 8 25X1A2g

Comment: Weg und Ziel is edited by Franz AFIK, assisted by Hermann
LANG3EIN, both of the Central Committee, and its editorial office is in the
Central Committee building at Vienna IX, Wasagasse 10 .

Comment: Previous reports have indicated that recent proceeds from

ook sales have had a palvanizing effect on the lethargic finances of Globua.

Page 9

B Comment: Source does not. specify which Communist printing house he
1a diseussing in these remarks, but it is presumably Globus Verlag. He
further fajls to indicate in what way the Austrian Government has countered:
any publishing schemes aimed at Germany, especially since the discussion
in paragraph 27 d sbove in‘icates that Communist publications can evade

Austrian law with Soviet assistance.

Comment: RLAWATSCH, WASSER, snd SINKGRUBER are otherwise unknown.,

Commsnt: RAUNIK has not been previously listed.

Comment: Another source reported a similar meeting on 24 January,
ied by FISCHER and FUERNBFRG €or the XFPOe and O ZVWITTER for the OF.

10

Comment: This firm is probably 5. Inslicht Export-Import G.m.b.H.,

Vienna 1V, Wohllebengasse 18. The owner of this firm is probably idertical
with Sam INSLICHT, residing at Vienna XIX, Gottagegasse 26, listed in the -
Vienna telephons directury as correspondent for New Life Senior Press, Lid.

London.,
Yienna IV,

rectory, it is not possible to identif
thcurh both are at the sams nddress,
port or forwarding company; it mavgbe nobed thet Juschwneschirans and
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Source M reported on U February 1949 that the Transport-Expreas fi!‘md,
Wohllebencasse 18, is a cover enterprise for the KP0e. Since this
firm is not listed in the 1949 Handels-Compass, nor in the Vienna televhone di-
y the Inslicht firm with Transport-fxpress i
The name of the latier firm implies a trms
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« % Co., both Soviet-controlled f‘m'waydm{r apencies, heve of-

at e 2} y
is a;legreg{ynggaéga b:,'hllilf beﬁg‘sﬁ?ﬂ 1c>r'me:zc'li1 &Egggggi%sleiter for Vienna IV;
ang Kurt EISNER, not previously reported a2 member of the Academic Freedom
Fighters Society. _.s said to be an employee,' Offices of Transpa t~Exmress are
#aid to be well guarded, presunzbly by the KPOe.

25X1A6a
W -_Comment,“ This report is completely unconfirmed., Other alleped movemenis
of Communists will be reported separately. )
T Comment: FRIESENBICHLER ha: not been previcusly reperted.
25X1A6a - F W rep
it Comment.: Possibly Anna PAYLIN, reported as a leading Viennere woman

Commnist .

2044462 Ment- Possibly MACHECEK will work at the new office mentioned in
paragraph 1la above rather than at the Central Committee building., BICHARDY
has also been spelled PICHARDI and 13 otherwise unknown, !ACHACEK has been

spelled MACHECEK in [ 25X1A2g
Comment : BERGE and SPIEVEL aie both kneown; SPIEGEL was mentioned in

25X1A6a

SRR

: 25X1A29 25X1A29
25‘%;(*?;2*: Comment: DBoth individual: were mentioned in 25X1A2
wxwiey [ Comment : KRAHL, KPOe dist.-ict head in Vienna IV, was reported in
as Josef KRAHL, tailor, with shoy and rssidence in Vienna 1V, Favoritenstrasse 54,

Both KRAHL of this report and XRAHL of I re probably idertical with
Eduard KRAL, tailor, listed in th: Vienna telephone directory in Vienna IV,

25X1A6a Favoritenstrasse 48, 25X1A2g

*WW- Comment: KIRSCH has been previously reported as an employee at KPOe
Headquarters. KNAUFR, PLETZL, and TEICHERT are previously unknown,

5X1A6a  reRell
* Comment: STRECHA, born in Vienna in 1916 was a former secrstury of

mz and has been active in Lhe Communist Party since 1934
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